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Commodore  

Jocelyn Swanson 

Living the Life at 50 

F 
ifty years ago, in 1970, the Islander 36 was conceived as a remarkable racer/
cruiser with a state-of-the-art interior, great good looks and great performance.   
That 770 were produced and the majority are still sailing today from harbors 
around the world, proves the point.  It flourished because of its genuine sailing 

attributes, its success in racing, and the establishment of the I-36 Association on San 
Francisco Bay.  All of these showcased the Islander 36.  Establishing a web site in 
1998 provided Islander owners around the country, and eventually around the world, a 
forum to share knowledge and support each other.  From the trials and tribulations of 
building a one-design fleet on San Francisco Bay, to the 2009 circumnavigation of the 
globe by Zac Sunderland in an I-36 at the age of 17,  and on to the present, it’s a warm 
story of sailors doing what we love.  Here’s a look at some highlights along the way. 

Read more...  

Commodore Calling (by Jocelyn Swanson) 

A 
s our annual Spring Meeting was cancelled because of COVID 19 concerns, your 
Board of Directors met to address open items that were to be discussed at the 
meeting.  We wanted to bring you up to date on what is happening in our Associ-
ation particularly in the SF Bay area although there is news for the entire Associ-
ation by e-mail. 

We finalized both the racing and cruising calendar for 2020, but as you can see on our web-
site a number of races have been either postponed or cancelled.  The cruising calendar will 
also be affected by the "shelter in place" in effect.  The Boat Show in Richmond has been 
cancelled and the Great Vallejo Race is rescheduled to October 10 and 11. 

On another note, Rick Van Mell, Lou Zevanove and Art Fowler got together to write an arti-
cle "Living the Life at 50" about the history of the Islander 36 sailboat and owner's reminisc-
es of sailing this wonderful boat.  Latitude 38 will be publishing the article and  the full article 
is now on our website for you to enjoy: Islander 36 - Living the Life at 50.      Plans are to 
send the article to "This Old Boat", "Sail Magazine" and "Cruising Magazine" in hopes it will 
be published.  

We have three boats signed up for the PAC Cup this year so have our own I-36 divi-
sion!   What a great way to celebrate 50 years of sailing an I-36.   Kit Weigman 
(Cassiopeia), Kerry Scott (Cali) and David Herring (Galatea) who is shipping his boat from 
Minneapolis are representing the I-36 fleet.  At this writing, the PAC Cup is still on.  The 
start date for the I-36 division is June 29 at 9:00 a.m. in front of St. Francis YC.  We are 
hoping Association members will come out, either by car or boat, to send off Kit, Kerry and 
David.  We were hoping to have a send off party--I'll send out an e-mail if we can have a 
gathering of more than 10 people. 

"Ed: Pac Cup was cancelled at press time." 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
mailto:skjrswanson@att.net?subject=I36%20Association%20Membership
http://islander36.org/
http://islander36.org/
https://zacsunderland.com/
Islander%2036%20-%20Living%20the%20Life%20at%2050.
http://www.islander36.org/Islander%2036%20at%2050.docx
http://islander36.org/20office.html
http://www.islander36.org/Islander%2036%20at%2050.docx
https://pacificcup.org/race
https://www.stfyc.com/
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D 
ata base – maintain the membership data base on the I36 Access file, generally adding new members 

and recording payment of annual dues, 

 

 

 Roster – from the data base, prepare and send the roster of active members, 

 Financials – maintain the financial records on the I36 Quick Books account. Prepare and send annual mem-

bership invoices, record receipt of annual dues and fees from annual meetings and regatta, write about 10 

checks during the year, prepare and distribute monthly statements to BOD, easily done on Quick Books, 

 Budget – prepare the annual budget for BOD approval, 

 Burgee – maintain the physical and financial inventory, mail burgees when sold, 

 Mailing list – maintain the mailing list, 

 A basic knowledge of accounting and Quick Books is desirable but not necessary.  

Many transactions are made using PayPal. Checks are deposited at your local Wells Fargo Bank branch. 

Location in the Bay Area is desirable to collect fees at the Annual Meetings and Regatta and sell Burgees. 

Work load is generally about 2-3 hours per month, though higher at the beginning of the year recording receipt of 

annual dues. 

The Assoc. owns a Lenovo laptop which is solely used for I36 business. It contains the Quick Books system and 
the Access Data Base files. This will be passed on to the new Treasurer. 

You can put my email address in your article and it’s OK to contact me. 

Much of the ‘work’ is done sitting in front of the computer so the question arose ‘does location matter?’ Being 
near a Well Fargo branch is desirable as folks continue to send checks. I have attended all the meetings and the 
Annual Regatta collecting money and selling burgees. So someone needs to do that, though the job could be split. 
He/she who collects the cash and checks just sends it off to Boise or Pocatello or wherever the computer is locat-
ed. Just a thought. 

Roy 

Wanted—Treasurer (from Jocelyn Swanson) 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
mailto:rsamuelson@aol.com?subject=Treasurer%20
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Race Schedule (from Bill Hackel) 

Date Event Name Races Host Notes 

Jan 25 3 Bridge Fiasco 1 SSS Double handed event Information 
and Registration. Registrations 
close 1/22.  

Mar 14 Spring Meeting 0 Golden Gate YC Cancelled on 3/13 by GGYC be-
cause of the COVID-19 virus.  

Mar 21 Rites of Spring 1  Oakland YC  Cancelled due to  COVID-19. 

April 25 To Vallejo 1 YRA Postponed until October due to 
COVID-19 virus.  

April 26 From Vallejo 1 YRA Postponed until October due to 
COVID-19 virus. 

June 20 Summer Sailstice 1 Sierra Point YC Could be a combined Race/Cruise 
day. Check Sierra Point YC for 
more info and registration. 

June 29 Pacific Cup 1  Could be an I-36 disivison! Pacific 
Cup web page. "Cancelled by 
COVID-19."  

July 18 Plastic Classic 1 Bay View Boat Club Great fun! Check 
Jibeset.net/BVBC for details and 
registration. 

September 19 Coyote Point Rally 1 Sierra Point YC Could be a combined Cruise/Race 
day. 

Oct 3 Nationals Regatta 2-3 Golden Gate YC Always a fun regatta! Details and 
Registration. 

Oct TBD To Vallejo 1 YRA Information and registration.  
Postponed from April 25 due to 
COVID-19 virus.  

Oct TBD From Vallejo 1 YRA Postponed from April 26 due to  
COVID-19 virus. 

November 7 Fall Meeting 0 Coyote Point YC. Fall Meeting Details & Reserva-
tions. 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
https://jibeset.net/JACKY000.php?RG=T003891568
https://jibeset.net/JACKY000.php?RG=T003891568
https://jibeset.net/JACKY000.php?RG=T003891568
https://spyc.clubexpress.com/
https://pacificcup.org/
https://pacificcup.org/
https://jibeset.net/ourregatta.php?A00=yes&A11=yes&CLUB=BVBC
http://islander36.org/nationals20/nationals20details.html
http://islander36.org/nationals20/nationals20details.html
https://jibeset.net/YRA000.php?RG=T007323520
http://islander36.org/fm20/fm20details.html
http://islander36.org/fm20/fm20details.html
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http://analoggoesdigital.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/295.Treasure_Island
https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/cinco-de-mayo
https://www.coronausa.com/
http://islander36.org/20cruise.html


5 
I36News Vol7 / Issue 4 v1.2 

 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
http://analoggoesdigital.com/
https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/13384/split-pea-soup/
https://www.encinal.org/
https://www.nps.gov/alca/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNYhklijL64


6 
I36News Vol7 / Issue 4 v1.2 

 

 

We want to see photos of your boat  

Click here to send us photos. 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
mailto:Phill@AnlogGoesDigital.com?subject=Boat%20Photos...
http://www.ssca.org/cgi-bin/pagegen.pl?pg=home&title=Home
http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.defender.com/
http://oos.soest.hawaii.edu/pacioos/
http://www.nmea.org/
http://www.sailnet.com/forums/cmps_index.php
http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=maritimeTelecomms
https://www.americascup.com/
mailto:hoodsails@aol.com?subject=I36News%20-%20Hood%20Sails
https://pacificcup.org/
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Submit your camera ready art (jpeg, png, gif)- click here 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
mailto:Phill@AnalogGoesDigital.com?subject=I36News%20-%20Advertising
http://islander36.org/
http://islander36.org/
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Mapping Members (from Mike Patterson) 

T 
his issue of the I376News has a map showing the location of 

our members living in the East Coast area.  Each of the flags 

shown is, one or more, Islander 36 Association member. 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
https://www.nauticed.org/sailing-blog/sailing-in-tahiti-navigation-tips/
https://www.tideschart.com/United-States/California/Marin-County/San-Rafael/
https://www.tideschart.com/United-States/California/Marin-County/San-Rafael/
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Read all the lastest news and scuttlebutt of the sailing 

happenings in and around the San Francisco Bay area 

sailing.   

Lots of videos of events and news stuff. 

Click on the banner to be taken to Scuttlebutt. 

 

 

Scuttlebutt Sailing News... 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2864028
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2864028
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2864028
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2853a73
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2853a73
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/284e574
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/284e574
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/284e574
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/283a9af
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/283a9af
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/283a9af
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/2827cf0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/27fff3d
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/27fff3d
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/27fdf7c
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/27fdf7c
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/27f4cc8
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDHSCG/bulletins/27f4cc8
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/scuttlebutt
https://www.sailingscuttlebutt.com/tag/san-francisco/
https://www.boatingsafetymag.com/boatingsafety/
http://www.islander36.org/newyear20/newyear20.html
http://www.aeolianyc.org/
https://www.encinal.org/club/reciprocal-clubs
http://www.islander36.org/newyear20/newyear20.html
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:  All members of the I36A are encouraged to 

spread the word to juniors at your local schools. 

 

The I36A has an open invitation to any junior sailor to 

come out and race with us on race days.  

Islander Panel Project (from Jhn Mahowland) 

R 
eplacing both the DC and AC electric panels. That was my winter project in Chicago - outside under a tarp - 
when the temperature was at least 40. The first owner was an electrician, so when he upgraded the 110V elec-
tric side, he did it as if it were a house: solid copper wire, basement fuse boxes and house circuits - many house 
circuits: forward heater, aft heater, galley, living room, and more. I’m sure he used parts found lying around in his 

garage. A link to the new panel layout can be found here: 

https://panelwizard.bluesea.com/panel/printable/220437 

 

Old AC circuit breakers mounted in the cockpit lazerette. 

 

 

Old DC panel - should look familiar to many. Due to a previous up-
grade, the battery switch was no longer functional. 

 

New panel installed. If only I were a proper wood 
craftsman. But it does work. And all the previous 
wiring which was a joke (including the negative DC 
cable from the battery and much of the lamp cord 
wires), were replaced. The shore power inlet and 
connecting wire from there to the panel were also 
replaced. I may replace more of the lamp cord, and 
the solid copper wires, but those are projects for 
another day. 

Eric Mueller—dingy building class live feed  

Rick Van Mels— a real boat rebuild  

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
http://islander36.org/
http://islander36.org/
https://www.lipschicago.com/
https://panelwizard.bluesea.com/panel/printable/220437
https://nwmaritime.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb069e2ef93881d477105d51f&id=73e349a2fa&e=d604f867c6
https://youtu.be/idtthDOlWMc
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http://analoggoesdigital.com/
http://www.classicholidays.com.au/articles/the-apple-isle-the-best-of-tasmania/
http://www.classicholidays.com.au/articles/the-apple-isle-the-best-of-tasmania/
https://www.britannica.com/place/Australia
https://www.baybridgeinfo.org/
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H 
i gang, bummed Hangover missed this year’s 
Three Bridge Fiasco but I have a good excuse. 

 

I’m still onboard in Oahu. The plan is to leave here 
in about ten weeks and head south towards Tahiti. I’ve done 
some more modi- fications this winter while waiting for 
spring… A fancy pants windvane being the 
biggest. I’m so excited to make 
another long leg… This 
time without stand-
ing at the helm 
day and night! 

 

After lots of deliberation 
I went with the Hydro-
vane. Of course it 
works on the same 
principle as the Monitor 
or the Cape Horn. 
The deciding factors 
came down to it hav-
ing its own rud- der (no lines led 
to ships helm, backup rudder, etc) and 
the level of service that the Hy- drovane team pro-
vided during the sales process. I was very impressed 
with them and that made the significant investment that much 
easier.  

 

The installation is complete but I do have some pretty work to 
finish (refinishing transom).  I’ll send an installation summary / 
comments  more photos when I’m 100% done but have includ-
ed some here for fun. I did the 70 mile Maui run the other day 
in some significant waves/wind. Singlehanded of course. The 

thing is abso-
lutely incredible 
and boy what a 
game changer. 

 

All the best to 
the Islander 
gang. I’ll send 
a tracker link 
when it goes 
live in April... 
follow if inter-
ested.  

 

Tahiti bound..... 

Hangover in Hawaii (by David Book) 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
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http://analoggoesdigital.com/
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=displayDownloads
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lnmMain
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lightLists
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=NavRulesAmalgamated
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=maritimeTelecomms
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=pawsaMain
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=pnBridges
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=pubsMain
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=vtsMain
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Assistant-Commandant-for-Prevention-Policy-CG-5P/Inspections-Compliance-CG-5PC-/Office-of-Investigations-Casualty-Analysis/Safety-Alerts/
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Two Happiest Days?  (by Steve Zevanova) 

A WONDERFULLY THOUGHTFUL DISCUSSION ABOUT THE DAY YOU SELL YOUR BOAT 
 
The decision to sell is always a tough one. The truth is owning a keelboat is expensive. Generally, you can buy a 
nice boat for the price of a Honda Civic, but the maintenance and other recurring costs can be substantial. It de-
pends on how you use the boat, but even for folks who aren't serious racers, you can generally figure on spending 
two times berthing as your annual expense. My Islander 36 berthing is ~$425 per month in Alameda, so I figure the 
total cost of ownership (berthing, insurance, maintenance, etc.) is about $850/month or $10,000 per year. Even if I 
owned a smaller boat (I used to have a Merit 25), it is difficult to berth and maintain a vessel for less than $500 per 
month or $6,000 per year. Bottom line: not a cheap recreational activity. 
On the other hand, we have had experiences on the boat that will be with us for the rest of our lives. These are 
precious memories, like: weekends buddy boating with friends and our kids, racing in our local club series, making 
friends in our active association, taking my son's college friends sailing under the Golden Gate Bridge, watching the 
Blue Angels fly — the list goes on and on.  There is really nothing so special as taking people new to sailing on their 
first outing on San Francisco Bay. You really get in touch with how special the experience is when you see it 
through others.  
One last point. While owning a sailboat is expensive, almost all special experiences are going to be costly. Take a 
family of four to a pro football game, and you will easily drop a grand for one game. Take a family of four skiing for 
the weekend and you will easily drop two grand. When my son was traveling for college baseball recruiting tourna-
ments, we would spend a few grand on fees, lodging, food and transportation for a week-long tournament. Do an 
overseas Backroads Bike Tour and you will spend five grand per person double occupancy, without airfare.  
Considering all of this, our boat feels like a pretty good value to me.  

Steve Zevanove 
Diana, Islander 36Alameda 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
https://tripswithtykes.com/christmas-in-san-francisco/
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Cruise Schedule 2020 

Wednesday, Jan 1 'Round Alameda Parade  This is your chance to get on the water and kick 
off the New Year with a blast. 

Saturday, March 14/TD> Spring Meeting at GGYC  Spring Meeting Details & Reservations.  
Cancelled on 3/13 by GGYC because of the 
COVID-19 virus.  

Fri - Sun, April 17-19 Boat Show Marina Bay  "Cancelled by COVID-19."  

Sati - Sun, May 2-3 Treasure Island YC  "Cancelled by COVID-19."  

Fri - Sun, May 22 - 25 Napa Valley YC San Jose Sailing Club is also planning a cruise 

Fri - Sun, June 19-21 Jack London Square 
Summer Sailstice  

The Buck, a Sunday Open-Air Market. Possible 
Pac Cup send-off dinner for Cassiopeia, Cali 

Fri - Sun, July 3-5 Benicia Party at Ruby's?  

Sat - Sun, August 1-9 Delta - Possibly Owl Harbor  Encinal is also planning a Delta cruise this 
week.  

Fri - Mon, September 4-7 Half Moon Bay 
Labor Day  

Multiple clubs cruising in.  

Tues - Sun, September 8-
13 

Santa Cruz/Monterey  
Multiple clubs cruising in.  

Fri - Sun, October 16-18 China Camp/Mcnears Beach  Anchor out!  

Saturday October 3 Nationals Regatta - GGYC Don't miss our wonderful Nationals Regatta at 
Golden Gate Yacht Club. Here's your chance to 

Sat, November 7 Fall Meeting & Winners din-
ner  -  Coyote Point YC  

Coordinator: Vice Commodore Rick Egan. Fall 
Meeting Details & Reservations. 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
https://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?x=167&y=154&site=mtr&zmx=&zmy=&map_x=167&map_y=154#.XUm6UHt7ktI
http://islander36.org/sm20/sm20details.html
http://islander36.org/sm20/sm20details.html
http://islander36.org/sm20/sm20details.html
http://islander36.org/fm20/fm20details.html
http://islander36.org/fm20/fm20details.html
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http://analoggoesdigital.com/
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Writer’s Block (from Jocelyn Swanson) 
It would be nice to hear from our members to see how they are handling the requirements is-
sued by the state they live in and what "boating" activities or any other activities for that matter, 
they are doing to keep busy while sheltered in place.  All regattas in the SF Bay area are can-
celled although there is an optimist hope to still have the Great Vallejo Race for October 
10.  The Red Bra Regatta is still on the calendar for October  17.  That is an all women's regat-
ta and one of the largest that we know of.  Of course, I race Zingara with an all women's crew. 

 

Stay safe! 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/


18 
I36News Vol7 / Issue 4 v1.2 

 

Newsletter Editor 

E-mail: Phill@AnalogGoesDigital.com 

http://Islander36.org 

San Fransico, Calif. 

Islander 36 Association 

We’re on the web 

Islander36.org 

Islander 36 Association 

Islander 36 Association 

Member Information Update 

Form 

MEMBERSHIP  
 

For membership information 

please contact our Membership 

Chair Steve Swanson  

(click here) 

Corporate Members get FREE advertising 

Submit your camera ready art (jpeg, png, gif, pub) for the next issue to: Phill@AnalogGoesDigital.com 

Islander 36 Association Mission Statement 

“To  promote ownership and use of Islander 36's  via a one design racing fleet, 
cruising group and to  provide valuable resources for the Islander 36 owner.“ 

I-36 Clothing 
Several versions and sizes of the Is-

lander logo are available to be embroi-

dered on shirts, hats, etc. A wide vari-

ety of colors and styles is available. 

Click here to see the basic design. 

http://analoggoesdigital.com/
http://islander36.org/index.html#menu
http://islander36.org/index.html#menu
http://islander36.org/secure/i-36appl.html
http://islander36.org/i-36appl2.html
http://islander36.org/i-36appl2.html
http://islander36.org/i-36appl2.html
http://islander36.org/clothes.html
http://islander36.org/clothes.html
mailto:skjrswanson@att.net?subject=I36%20Association%20Membership
http://analoggoesdigital.com/
http://analoggoesdigital.com/3/default.aspx
http://islander36.org/images/i36-va.jpg

